
The national holiday on the last 

Thursday of November reminds 

us to be grateful as it marks the 

beginning of the “season of giv-

ing.” On Thanksgiving Day, we will 

once again serve the traditional 

turkey dinner to our guests and 

we have a few spaces left on our 

schedule if you would like to help 

serve that meal. Visit our website 

and click the SignUpGenius button to sign up. 

The following week, on November 30, #Giving Tuesday 2021, which en-

courages gifts of time, talent, and treasure, will be celebrated around the 

globe. We invite you to make a gift at https://franciscankitchen.org/

donate, sign up to help us serve, or share your story on social media about 

why you support the Kitchen .  

Finally, our annual Christmas Giveaway presents an opportunity to con-

tribute clothing and personal hygiene items which will be distributed on 

Christmas Day. Check our website for a list of items we need most and 

drop your donation off any weekday between 8:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m 

prior to Saturday, December 11. On our SignUpGenius schedule, you can 

also volunteer to help us set up for the Giveaway on Thursday, December 

23 as well as assisting with the distribution on December 25. We thank 

you for your consideration and support! 
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The friendship between Brother James Fields and Dan Cristiani predates the beginning of the Kitchen. As 

the ministry Brother James founded grew, his friend was always ready to provide support when needed. It 

was typically done quietly, without public recognition.  

When considering the addition of outdoor eating space for our guests, there was only one source to seek 

for the excavating and concrete pad needs of the organization; and true to form, Dan Cristiani Excavating 

delivered, along with a contribution from Nick Rogers and Unique Concrete. We are most grateful to Dan, 

his wife Anne, the Cristiani family and the company for their generous support of the Franciscan Kitchen! 

Thank you to a long-time supporter of the Kitchen! 
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Volunteer Profile -  

Dolly Adams - “Franciscan and Ursuline all my life” 

Talking to Dolly Adams about her volunteer activities reveals a diverse range of good causes  

and involves regular references to a calendar. Somewhere in the course of a week, she manag-

es to find time to sleep. Starting on Sunday, she serves as a lector and eucharistic minister at 

St. Mary’s Navilleton (in Southern Indiana where she resides). Mondays are spent as a volun-

teer at Guerin Woods (also across the river and founded by the Sisters of Providence) where 

her card-playing skills are tested weekly. Tuesdays, and recently Thursdays as well, she com-

mandeers the steam table at the Kitchen, having returned to regular service after the COVID-

induced absence. Her role as president of the VFW Post 3281 Auxiliary in New Albany requires 

a regular presence at meetings (as well as planning fun activities like the recent Halloween par-

ty), and her vocal talent is employed periodically as a member of the Merry Melodies who per-

form at various nursing homes. Saturday evening she is back to work as a lector (and server) at 

Good Shepherd parish in Portland, reflecting her loyalty to the neighborhood in which she 

grew up.  

The name on her drivers license reads Theresa, but Dolly was what her older sister called her 

as an infant and it stuck. Growing up, her home parish was St. Anthony on 23rd St. and Market 

in Louisville where she also attended grade school run by the Ursuline sisters. High school at 

Ursuline Academy followed where the nuns’ influence, as well as that of the Franciscans who 

staffed St. Anthony, was strong. “I’ve been Franciscan and Ursuline all my life,” says Dolly. She 

and her husband raised four children (three daughters and a son) and Dolly was busy taking 

care of the family while working assorted jobs. In 1998, a call from Kitchen director Brother 

Ray Ramos inviting her to help serve received an affirmative response. She was familiar with 

the organization’s work because her brother was a good friend of the Kitchen’s founder Broth-

er Jim and there was no saying “No” to a Franciscan request. If it’s Tuesday morning, you know 

where to find Dolly Adams. 
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Farewell to Heather Benjamin 

Since June of 2014, Heather Benjamin has managed the busi-

ness affairs of the Franciscan Kitchen. And then some. 

Most volunteers who have seen Heather in action over the 

past seven years would agree that the only thing that 

Heather didn’t do was cook (which she freely admitted was a 

good thing). A brief article like this can only encapsulate the 

variety of ways Heather poured her energy, intelligence, and 

enthusiasm into serving the Kitchen’s mission. Suffice to say 

that her fingerprints are all over most of the activities, pro-

jects, and innumerable behind-the-scenes tasks that took 

place during this time.   

There would also be agreement that whatever Heather did 

was done with heart. Prior to her employment, she had been a volunteer at the Kitchen for 

the previous 14 years and she brought the same love and commitment to her service as a staff 

member. When the annual Silent Auction needed someone to take charge, Heather complied. 

Likewise the Reverse Raffle fundraiser. The Christmas Giveaway for the past several years also 

benefitted from Heather’s organizational ability. A new, recent challenge she dove in on was 

the incorporation of fundraising software that the organization now uses. And that’s not to 

mention the day-to-day office management responsibilities, the preparation of agendas, finan-

cial statements, and reports for the bi-monthly Board meetings, and vitally filling in when 

needed for the Executive Director, the warehouse manager, and maintenance staff; all done 

with a sweet smile.       

It’s an understatement to say she will be missed. With love and gratitude, we wish her well 

and thank her for her years of service to the Kitchen. 

Prayer Garden Pavers 

An inscribed brick paver in the St. Francis Prayer Garden is a great way to honor or memorialize a fami-

ly member, or loved one while supporting the Kitchen’s mission. The pavers come in two sizes - 8” x 8” 

pavers accommodate four (4) lines of text up to 72 characters for a $500 contribution, and 4” x 8” pav-

ers accommodate two (2) lines of text up to 36 characters for a $250 contribution. To make a secure 

credit card donation, go to our website www.franciscankitchen.org/donate or call 502-589-0140 to 

get more information on ordering a paver. Thank you for your consideration and support! 
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A Special Thank You to a 

Generous and Consistent Supporter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the SignUpGenius button on our website (www.franciscankitchen.org) or our Facebook page 

to volunteer as a cook, preparer, or meal server. You can also call Chuck Mattingly at 502-643-8400.  

For the fourth consecutive year, the Gheens Foundation has provided generous support of 

the Franciscan Kitchen’s mission. One of the largest private foundations in Kentucky, the 

Gheens Foundation was established in 1957 by C. Edwin and Mary Jo Gheens to continue 

their lifelong interests in education, religious programs and human services.  Mr. Gheens, a 

Louisville native whose father and uncle were successful in the wholesale grocery business, 

was the owner of a large, successful candy manufacturing company in Louisville.  The family 

also owned a working ranch in Lafourche Parish, Louisiana which was rich in mineral re-

sources. The mission of the Foundation, which is overseen by a board of Trustees, is as fol-

lows - “To improve the quality of life for the residents of Metropolitan Louisville and 

Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes in Louisiana by creative grant-making and philanthropic 

leadership to meet the present and emerging needs of our communities.” 

The Foundation awards approximately $6.5 million in grants annually.  Most of the grants 

are made in the Louisville area and support a wide variety of endeavors, including public ed-

ucation, human and social services, quality of place, and the arts.  Since its inception the 

Foundation has distributed more than $138,000,000 in charitable grants.  

To the Trustees and staff of the Gheens Foundation, we express our sincere and humble 

thanks for their support of our mission. 



Some of my Franciscan sisters and brothers will not like what I’m about to write here. And what I’m about to say can 

easily be misunderstood, so I will try my best to be clear: Contrary to popular belief, there is nothing particularly spe-

cial about Franciscan beliefs and spirituality! 

I sometimes confess this perspective when I’m speaking to groups that have invited me to share insights about the 

Franciscan tradition, groups whom I imagine are eagerly anticipating the sell, the hook, the distinctive feature of 

Franciscan prayer and life. Often, these same groups at first appear disappointed when I share that, at its core, Fran-

ciscan spirituality isn’t so very special. 

The Jesuits have their Ignatian Exercises and Examen, the Benedictines have their structured life of Ora et Labora, 

the Trappists have their silence and contemplation, the Dominicans have their learned preaching, and so on, but 

what do the Franciscans really have? The Gospel. That is all. 

This isn’t to suggest that the members of the Society of Jesus or the Order of St. Benedict or the Order of Preachers 

do not have the Gospel; of course they do. But the Franciscan tradition advances only the Gospel in a way that is at 

the same time shockingly simple and incredibly difficult. Francis of Assisi begins his Rule or way of life for the Francis-

can friars with the line: “The Rule and Life of the Lesser Brothers is this: to observe the Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Sounds simple enough. 

Francis goes on to say that the so-called First Order (the Franciscan friars) is to 

do this, “by living in obedience, without anything of one’s own, and in chastity.” 

But this mandate to live according to the pattern of the Gospel isn’t unique to the 

friars. In fact, the respective Rules of each of the different branches of the Francis-

can family begin similarly. The beginning and end of the way of life that Francis 

envisioned was just to live the Gospel.  

This helps explain why there is absolutely no particular ministry or apostolate as-
sociated with the Franciscan charism. No- where in the Rule does Francis explain 
that it is the priority of those who would come after him to minister in hospitals 
or staff local parishes or serve as mission- aries or lead retreats or teach at the 
great universities. All Francis says is that the friars are to work and receive in re-
turn “whatever is necessary for the bodily support of themselves and their brothers.” 
The vision that Francis had for his community was that the brothers would live together, pray together, support one 

another like a family, and work in the world among and alongside ordinary members of society. There was no special 

commission apart from what Christ tells all his followers to do in the Gospels. In other words, the core of Franciscan 

spirituality is the universal call to holiness that all women and men receive at baptism. In other words, to be a good 

Franciscan means to be a good Christian. 

It is my experience that the simplicity of this message oftentimes seems just too difficult to accept. There is a tempta-

tion to complicate it, to qualify it, to repackage it, and to make it palatable. In its truest form, Franciscan spirituality 

cannot be reduced to any one thing or even a series of bullet points, which is why I believe that Franciscan spirituali-

ty is simultaneously attractive to so many people and also nearly impossible to articulate in terms of distinctiveness.  

Pope Francis, who was of course the first Holy Father to take his name after the saint from Assisi, seems to exemplify 
the concurrent simplicity and challenge of Franciscan spirituality. That he is a Jesuit doesn’t conflict with the Francis-
can outlook because, as already stated, the core of this spirituality is the baptismal vocation. His gestures and state-
ments are simple in the best sense. They are clear and direct reminders of the Gospel life. Whether preaching at daily 
Mass or connecting with strangers in an impromptu visit, he looks like a man trying to be open to all relationships in 
a way that reflects St. Francis’ vision. 

Cont. on p. 7 

From the Franciscan Spirit Blog - A Reflection by Fr. Daniel P. Horan, OFM  
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https://www.franciscanmedia.org/celebrating-saint-francis-of-assisi/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/celebrating-saint-francis-of-assisi/


Memorial and Honorary Gifts 

In memory of Fr. Kent Biergans 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Biergans 

In memory of M.C. & Flo Bolton 

Mr. and Mrs. James Seeders 

In memory of Jim Burke 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Harris Jr. 

In memory of Richard Cashon 

Marsha Cashon 

In memory of Bob & Geraldine Cissell 

James Abell 

In memory of John W. Emmerich 

Mary Ann McGuire 

In honor of Joe Fallahay 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Hubbs 

Joseph Doug Pohl 

In honor of John Fasteen 

Lisa Breit 

In memory of Br. Jim Fields & Charlie Best 

William Schwender 

In memory of Louis Ford 

Katherine Ford 

In memory of Joe Head 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Ray 

In memory of Mary E. Hinton  

Carol Clark 

In memory of Marge Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Zeillmann 

In honor of Mary Carol Kelly’s birthday 

Michael Kaufling 

Greg Klem 

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Lynch 

In memory of Joseph Lee & Anna Lil Laemmle 

Mr. & Mrs. James Laemmle 

In memory of Chris Lane & Jack McGuire 

Mr. and Mrs. John Pace 

In memory of Charlotte Ann Mattingly 

Thomas Mattingly 
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In honor of Chuck Mattingly 

Barbara Amy 

In honor of Bob & Fay Neihoff 

Myrtle Bingham 

Patrick Niehoff 

In honor of Fr. John P & Fr. George 

Mr. & Mrs. John Rogers 

In memory of John Rice 

Rosalind Rice 

In memory of John & Theresa Russell 

Diana O'Bryan 

In honor of Helen R. Sample 

Betty A. Nett 

In memory of Fr. Simon Sauer, OFM Conv, 

Kenny & Joan Sauer 

William Darst 

In honor of the Scharfenberger Family 

Donald Schafenberger 

In memory of Mildred Schellenberger 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Schellenberger 

In memory of Cissy Spine 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Shutts 

In honor of St. Anthony 

Clara Bacallao 

Clare Ann Schultheis 

Lila Sims 

In memory of John R. Stowe 

Knights of Columbus - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Council 

In memory of Fr. Dismas Veeneman 

St. Paul's PRP Church 

In memory of Ronald Charles “Ronnie” Wahl 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Rothberger 

William Woods 

In memory of Elizabeth Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Zeillmann 

Reflection (cont.) 

Though we may not all formally profess to follow Francis of Assisi’s way of life, it seems to me that we can 

all cultivate Franciscan hearts open to what Pope Francis calls the Joy of the Gospel. This not-so-special 

spirituality is an invitation to a relationship with all people, to work with our brothers and sisters in every-

day life, and to follow in the footprints of Christ. On second thought, maybe that is pretty special after all.  
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Franciscan Kitchen Staff 

Chuck Mattingly  Executive Director Eric Calloway  Maintenance 

Heather Benjamin   Business Manager Debbie Clark  Accountant 

Kate Chawansky  Warehouse Manager Tony Perito  Advancement 

Susan Bolton Chris Keisker  Fr. Vincent Petersen 

William Harris Mary Carol Kelly Jessica Piner 

John Hauber Alice Kimble Gary Roth 

Leo Hauber Ken Kinderman Br. Jaime Zaragoza 

Amy DeRenzo Hulbert Alan Kissel  

Janis Kaelin Kim Maney  

Franciscan Kitchen Board 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Franciscan Kitchen Mission 

In the tradition of St. Francis, 

which recognizes we are all brothers and 

sisters, we are dedicated to providing for 

the nourishment of God's family. 

We will maintain an environment of 

trust and fellowship to build mutual re-

spect and beneficial relationships  with 

our guests, co-workers, suppliers and 

community. 

These efforts will strengthen our organi-

zation and enable us to provide a much 

needed service to our community. 


